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❝ An anti-coming-of-age novel. ❞
Corriere della Sera

Details 
A novel, Mondadori, February 2017, 218 pages

“My name is Teresa Ciabatti, I’m four years old, 
and I’m the Professor’s daughter, his joy, his 
pride, his love.” The Professor – a benefactor, 
people say, almost a saint – is Lorenzo Ciabatti, 
head physician of a small town hospital in 
Tuscany. Everyone loves him, everyone dreads 
him, and Teresa is his beloved daughter. She’s the 
princess swimming in the huge pool of a villa 
on the hills, the queen building a castle for her 
Barbies with the golden bars found in one of her 
father’s drawers. The only one allowed to wear 
the Professor’s ring, the ring of power, someone 
whispers. 
One day, Lorenzo Ciabatti is abducted in front 
of his family. Who is he really? The charitable 
physician who helps the poor, or a violent and 
calculating man? A man of power who may 
have had a role in some of the darkest events 
of the recent Italian history? While Teresa slips 
into a difficult adolescence, she realizes that the 
benevolence that has always surrounded her 
is an effect of her father’s power and influence. 
She’s not special, a princess, a queen, and so 
the beautiful and pampered child turns into an 
arrogant and dismissive teenager. Irritable and 
manipulative, totally unprepared to life. 
As an adult, Teresa finally decides to search for 
the truth. She wants to know what has made her 
that type of woman, restless and incomplete, and 
finds herself digging into a past where nothing 
is as it seems, following the urge to deal with a 
childhood brutally interrupted. With a dense 
and urgent writing – which goes down into 
the burning substance of life, lightning up its 
obscure corners – Teresa Ciabatti reconstructs 
the story of her family.

Teresa Ciabatti
LA più AmATA
(The Most Loved)

❝ This is the story of the missing 
piece in life. What is the fault,
if any? ❞
la Repubblica
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About the author 
Teresa Ciabatti was born in Orbetello and lives 
in Rome. Writer and screenwriter, she is the 
author of the novels Adelmo, torna da me (2002), 
that became the movie L’estate del mio primo 
bacio (2006), directed by Carlo Virzì, I giorni 
felici (2008), Il mio paradiso è deserto (2013), 
Tuttissanti (2013). She is a regular contributor
to Corriere della Sera.
         @teresaciabatti
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A novel on the power of stories
as in IT by Stephen King and A Sport 
and a Pastime by James Salter. 

Details 
A novel, Feltrinelli, April 2017, 224 pages

Lizzie is fickle, self-centred, charming, and reckless: 
a natural-born dictator. Adrian is shy, clumsy, and 
incapable of daring, yet led by dangerous desires. 
They come to know each other at the Aquarium, 
a large entertainment company, a place where 
feelings and dreams are transformed into digital 
worlds. 
Instead of dating, they write each other every 
night: a problem for two people who believe 
that by making a story beautiful they can make 
it real. The more they remain in their fantasies, 
the more their love thrives.  But who is Adrian 
really? A devoted lover, or a pitiless tyrant? A 
real person or a fake? Above all, what does Lizzie 
know about him? Why isn’t she scared when she 
realizes the inconsistencies in his story?
In the background, a vivid Milan – with its 
quirks, rooftops and party nights, alcohol and 
drugs – and a wild and poetic Trieste, a place 
people are compelled to leave. Milan is glamour 
and ambition; it’s a sparkling dinner table full of 
smart people ready to sell their dearest desires to 
climb the company ladder. Trieste is the promise 
of real life, of life as it should be and must be, but 
also an unsustainable promise that makes you 
feel all that is missing.
Held in the grip of their love story, Adrian and 
Lizzie grieve over something that will never 
happen, and long for a magnificent time that is 
irremediably lost and regretted. 
A limpid and compelling tale about identity 
and the necessity of hiding it, about a time in 
which the truth is always behind a screen and 
authenticity seems outdated, but also a tale of 
childhood and forgotten games and the rules of 
attraction. A lyrical and clear-sighted novel that 
understands with rare precision the age in which 
we live, but above all a story about how hard it is 
to understand each other when we’re in love, or 
when love is only a beautiful story.

Federica manzon
LA noSTALgiA DegLi ALTri
(The Nostalgia of Others)

About the author 
Federica manzon was born in Pordenone. 
She is the author of the novels Come si dice addio 
(2008) and Di fama e di sventura (2011), which 
was awarded the Premio Rapallo Carige, the 
Premio Campiello Selezione Giuria dei Letterati, 
the Premio Asti d’Appello, and the editor of I 
mari di Trieste (2015).
Her writing has appeared in severals magazines, 
anthologies and collections. She is currently 
foreign fiction editor at Mondadori and editor 
of the literary magazine Nuovi Argomenti, and 
contributes to the festival Pordenonelegge. She 
lives in Milan, sometimes in Trieste.
         @federicamanzon
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❝ There is no one harder to rescue than 
a couple who have ruined each other. ❞
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❝ A sharp and surprising book. ❞
Corriere della Sera

Details 
A novel, Einaudi, February 2017, 160 pages

On one of the most beautiful hills of Rome, 
overlooking the maze of domes and terraces 
of the eternal city, a group of skaters meet 
every Sunday to perform an odd ritual made 
of freedom, Eighties songs, and vintage clothes. 
Ruggiero and Olimpia - a happily married couple 
in their late thirties - find themselves hypnotized 
by the circular movements of the skaters, which 
suddenly bring them back to their teenage years. 
Week after week they are dragged into a never-
ending dance in which real life is only a distant 
echo – whirling between the illusion of eternal 
youth and the incessant passage of time. While 
the mild spring afternoons leave room to a 
sweltering summer, things are bound to change 
forever. 
With a fluid, witty prose, Pedullà relentlessly 
chronicles the erosion of a complex system of 
small events and minute details: ordinary life.

gabriele pedullà
LAme
(Blades)

About the author 
gabriele pedullà was born in Rome where he 
lives. He is professor of Italian Literature and 
Contemporary Literature at the University of 
Rome 3 and a regular contributor to the literary 
supplement of Il Sole 24 Ore and the bimonthly 
magazine Il Caffè illustrato. He has published 
works of fiction and non fiction.

❝ …that aimless movement concerned everyone. it 
was not only about a group of middle-aged kids who 
spent their Sundays flipping through the air […] 
There, suddenly, you could find the best and the 
worst of all of us. our anxieties. our mistakes. our 
hopes, maybe. i needed to understand. And so, i 
started writing… ❞

❝ A very contemporary book… 
a gift both to the common reader 
and the more sophisticated one…
 A tried-and-true engine to dissect reality. ❞
Quotidiano del Sud

❝ A homage to a Rome on the run. ❞
La Gazzetta del Mezzogiorno

❝ The model of Calvino, the last 
Calvino, emerges dominantly but is not 
cumbersome. Pedullà’s writing flows 
beautifully. ❞
Film & TV

❝ A love story, you would say, for the 
skaters, for the relief from the mediocrity 
of life, for the illusion of ‘lifting off the 
ground’. ❞
La Gazzetta di Parma

❝ It hyptnotizes you right away. ❞
La Gazzetta del Sud
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Details 
A novel, Rizzoli, February 2017, 420 pages Back in the Seventies, Annibale Canessa was 

a prominent figure in the war against political 
terrorism in Italy: the war fought on the street, 
in which neither ideologies nor political colours 
had any value, guns were shooting and too many 
people were left on the ground. Canessa was 
impetuous, strong, and determined – in his job 
as well as with women, who were attracted by 
his life of danger, elusiveness, and deep sense of 
honour. 
This was before. On a dark day in 1984, everything 
fell apart, his certainties, faith, and dreams. He 
left the Carabinieri and found shelter in his 
personal heaven, San Fruttouso, an enchanting 
bay where to spend his time swimming at dawn 
and running a small restaurant with an old aunt. 
But the shadows of the past haunt you forever, 
and one morning Canessa receives, from Milan, 
some shocking news: his brother, Napoleone, 
whom he hasn’t seen for thirty years, was found 
dead, shot by a kalashnikov. Next to him, lying 
on the street, the body of “Pino” Petri, a former 
terrorist that Annibale himself had captured in 
his previous life. What were they doing together? 
Who killed them? In search for answers and lost 
time, nothing will stop Canessa - not even the 
beautiful journalist who’ll try to open the door 
of his battered heart. 

roberto perrone
LA SeConDA viTA Di AnnibALe 
CAneSSA
(The Second Life of Annibale Canessa)

❝ An impressive firepower... 
the best noir yet on the years 
of terror in Italy. ❞
Corriere della Sera

❝ So rich in tones that I'd love 
to read it again. ❞
Amica

mystery and suspense, plot twists and 
surprises and the evil of political terrorism in 
the Seventies. And a wonderful new hero.

About the author 
roberto perrone was born in Rapallo 
and lives in Milan. He writes about travel, food 
and sport.
www.perrisbite.it
         @perri57
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Details 
A reportage, Einaudi, June 2017, 120 pages Western tourists barely realise it is a Muslim 

country. Yet, the Republic of Maldives is a non-
Arab country with the world’s highest number 
of foreign fighters per capita. Everybody has 
a brother, a cousin, a friend in Syria. This is a 
reportage on what we do not know about the 
countries jihadists come from.

Francesca borri
mA quALe pArADiSo?
TrA i JihADiSTi DeLLe mALDive
(Destination Paradise.
Among the Jihadists of the Maldives)

❝ A well-written, revelatory journey 
beyond the tourist facade of Maldives 
– a clear hit for Italy. ❞
The preparatory committee 
of the European Press Prize

A breathtaking reportage to understand islamic 
terrorism in a place where the First and the Third 
World are divided but close. And the contrast is 
enlightening. 

About the author 
Francesca borri, was born in Bari.
Writer and journalist, she worked as human 
rights adviser in the Middle East, especially in 
Israel and Palestine. She turned to journalism 
in 2012 to cover the battle for Aleppo, and since 
then, her dispatches have been translated into 21 
languages. She is the author of La guerra dentro 
(Syrian Dust, 2014), under translation 
into several languages.
         @francescaborri

european press prize Shortlist
The Distinguished Writing Award 2017 
nominee 

❝ They’re fighting really well, aren’t they?, 
says my taxi-driver with pride when i tell him 
i’ve flown in from the middle east and that 
i’m a journalist. Speak with muslims in paris, 
brussels, Tunis about iSiS jihadists and they 
reply mortified, almost apologetically, and 
tell you: They’re off their heads. but in the 
maldives they’ll give you a different answer: 
They are heroes. ❞

❝ While the rest of the world 
watched the olympics in August, 
everyone here was watching the 
battle of Aleppo. And rooting for 
al-qaeda. ❞


