
2 fi
c
ti
o
n

Rosaria Carpinelli Consulenze Editoriali

Frankfurt Book Fair 

Fall 2021

       

         

 rosaria.carpinelli@consulenzeditoriali.it  

 www.consulenzeditoriali.it

  @ConsulenzeEd

 Rosaria Carpinelli Consulenze Editoriali



4 5 n
o
n
-f
ic
ti
o
n

 Fiction Highlights



6 7

foreign rights sold in
Spain (Duomo ediciones).

Details 
A novel, Gialli Mondadori, January 2021, 192 pages

A breathtaking investigation winds 
its way through unknown streets of 
the city and memories of a life that 

does not return.

SECOND  CHAPTER OF 
THE PENELOPE SERIES 

COMING SOON...

Penelope wakes up in a stranger’s house, 
after yet another wasted night. She leaves 
silently and alone, through the livid streets 
of the autumn in Milan.

She used to be a prosecutor, then a 
mysterious accident dramatically ended 
her career. One day a man comes to see 
her, he was investigated for the murder of 
his wife. The case was dismissed but did not 
cancel the terrible suspicions from which it 
had arisen. The man asks her to take over 
the case and to restore his lost honour. He 
wants to know what to say to his daughter, 
a little girl, when she will grow up and 
enquire about her mother. Penelope, after 
an initial refusal, lets herself be convinced 
by the insistence of an old friend of hers, a 
crime reporter.

Gianrico Carofiglio creates a female figure 
with epic traits. A woman full of anger and 
painful humanity. A character who remains 
in our hearts, well beyond the last page and 
the unexpected ending.

Gianrico Carofiglio
LA DISCIPLINA DI PENELOPE
(Penelope's Discipline)

An unsolved murder and a man in search 
of the truth. 
A tough and fragile woman.
The chance to get back into the game.

About the author

Gianrico Carofiglio is an award-
winning, best-selling novelist. 
Besides the bestselling Guido 

Guerrieri crime series, Carofiglio 
is the author of many novels, short 
stories and essays. His books have 

sold 6 million copies and have 
been translated or are going to be 

translated all over the world.
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A new unauthorized investigation 
for the epic protagonist of 

Penelope's Discipline. A case that 
intersects and reveals the episode 
from the past that led her to leave 
the judiciary system, and leads to 

the most unexpected and shocking 
of endings.

The sudden death of a well-known and 
powerful university professor, officially due 
to natural causes, leaves some perplexity. 
His daughter is convinced that he has been 
murdered and that the culprit is his current 
wife, much younger, married in his second 
marriage, with whom she has an ongoing 
lawsuit for inheritance. So she turns to 
Penelope Spada, a former prosecutor who 
now leads a retired existence, earning 
what she needs as an "unlicensed private 
investigator". Penelope finds the woman 
very unpleasant and her conjectures 
completely implausible. She is about to turn 
down the case, but when she hears the dead 
man's name everything changes. It is not 
just any name, it has to do with Penelope's 
troubled past and uncertain present. It has 
to do with her destiny. Therefore, shedding 
light on the story will become not only a 
way to discover a possible murderer, but 
also to put back together the pieces of her 
own life.

Gianrico Carofiglio
RANCORE
(Resentment)

After the lawyer Guerrieri and Marshal 
Fenoglio, Penelope Spada. Another great 
character.

foreign rights sold in
Spain (Duomo ediciones).

Details 
A novel, Einaudi Stile Libero, 258 pages. Forthcoming in February 2022.
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Details 
A novel, Marsilio, October 2021, 224 pages

After the happy resolution of the case of the 
missing child, Commissioner Buonvino 
enjoys the newfound quiet of the Villa 
Borghese park and the joys of love. But 
it's a short-lived respite. The discovery 
of a corpse in the reptile house of the 
Bioparco, the capital's zoological garden 
housed inside the Villa, represents a nasty 
problem for Buonvino, who happens to be 
herpetophobic, feeling an atavistic terror 
for any kind of reptile. How did a naked 
man's body end up inside the anaconda's 
case? And how did his head end up in the 
belly of the anaconda? These are just some 
of the unanswered questions among which 
the commissioner and his fearless and 
disheveled agents try to solve what appears 
to be a real puzzle. As if we were in the most 
classic of Agatha Christie's detective stories, 
Buonvino will have to use all his acumen 
and deductive skills to unravel the threads 
of an investigation in which clues are scarce 
and suspects abound, and finally unmask 
the culprit.

Walter Veltroni
C'È UN CADAVERE AL BIOPARCO
(There's a Corpse at the Bioparco)

A new investigation for Commissioner 
Buonvino, the third chapter of the series 
that has captivated over 100,000 readers.

About the author
Walter Veltroni has been editor-in-chief of 

L’Unità, deputy Prime Minister, mayor of 
Rome, secretary of the Democratic Party. 

He is the author of Noi (2009), Quando cade 
l’acrobata, entrano i clown (2010), L’inizio 

del buio (2011), L’isola e le rose (2012), E se 
noi domani (2013), Quando c’era Berlinguer 

(2014), which also became a movie he 
directed, Ciao (2015), Quando (2017), Il sogno 

spezzato (1993, 2018), La sfida interrotta 
(1994, 2019), Roma. Storie per ritrovare la mia 
città (2019) Assassinio a Villa Borghese (2019), 

Odiare l’odio (2020). His most recent book 
is Buonvino e il caso del bambino scomparso 

(2020). He also directed I bambini sanno 
(2015), Gli occhi cambiano (2016), Indizi di 
felicità (2017), Tutto davanti a questi occhi 

(2018), C’è tempo (2019).

❝ “Veltroni has won his bet: we grow very 
fond of Buonvino and his team […] To 
make the reading even more enjoyable 

there’s the added value given by the 
“romanity” of the setting.” ❞

Giancarlo De Cataldo, la Repubblica
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Walter Veltroni
ASSASSINIO A VILLA BORGHESE
 (Murder at Villa Borghese)

An ironic and compelling crime novel, the 
first book of a new series, that’s also a love 
letter to Rome and its most beautiful park.

Villa Borghese – a huge park in the center of 
Rome, bigger than Vatican City – is one of 
the most enchanting places in the world. It 
also has another feature that makes it unique: 
it’s the largest cultural park on the planet. 
There are charming restaurants like Casina 
Valadier and delightful bars like Giardino del 
Lago. And then the thousands of plants, the 
waterways and the many animal species. A 
whole universe. Fascinating and mysterious.
Suddenly the Authorities decides to open a 
police station in the park. “To do what,” the 
police chief says, “arrest the blackbirds?”.
For the new office they summon a team 
of not too brilliant policemen. Like the 
magnificent seven, only magnificently 
inept. To guide them, a disgraced, police 
officer.
One day, however, the tranquility of the 
park is interrupted by a shout. And nothing 
will ever be the same at Villa Borghese.

Details
A novel, Marsilio, November 2019, 208 pages

❝ A swift, sharp novel. ❞
Corriere della Sera

❝ A novel full of secrets, mysteries and twists. 
Irony is the loaded gun in Veltroni’s hands.❞
La Stampa

❝ Veltroni leads the story with a light hand and 
an amused spirit, and he moves between cinema 
and literature with gusto.❞
Il Messaggero

Walter Veltroni
BUONVINO E IL CASO DEL BAMBINO 
SCOMPARSO (Buonvino and the Case of 
the Missing Child)

It is the summer of 2020. Between hopes and 
fears, people in Rome are leaving behind the 
long quarantine imposed by the pandemic. 
A year after brilliantly solving the terrible 
case of dismembered bodies, Commissioner 
Buonvino is still living his moment of glory, 
even if in reality he can’t wait to get out 
of the spotlight. When a girl approaches 
him to ask him to investigate his younger 
brother, who disappeared years before and 
was never found after a trip with his family 
in the park of Villa Borghese, Buonvino 
becomes passionate about that cold case 
with dark implications and decides to help 
her. Alongside him in the investigation 
there is always his shabby team of agents, 
supplemented by two new entries who do not 
fail to create havoc, both among the men and 
in the heart of the commissioner. Unraveling 
the bundle of that story that destroyed an 
entire family, however, will put a strain on 
the investigative skills of Buonvino and his 

“backwards magnificent seven”, bringing to 
light disconcerting truths and mysteries that 
have remained dormant for too long.

The second chapter of the Villa Borghese 
series.

Details
A novel, Marsilio, November 2020, 256 pages
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Melania G. Mazzucco
L'ARCHITETTRICE

Details
A novel, Einaudi, November 2019, 560 pages

Giovanni Briccio is a plebeian genius, 
opposed by the literati and ignored by the 
court: he is a mattress-maker, a painter of 
scant fame, a popular playwright, actor 
and poet. He has a daughter, Plautilla.
Briccio wants to make her the total 
artist he has failed to become and 
teaches her about painting, mathematics, 
science. Plautilla, however, is doubly 
disadvantaged as a female and of humble 
origins. She struggles in Rome’s artistic 
circles, dominated by the genius of Bernini 
and Pietro da Cortona, and conditioned 
by the patronage of the Barberini family. 
Her father’s overbearing presence forces 
her to sacrifice her youth. But the meeting 
with Elpidio Benedetti, a young aspiring 
writer, will eventually change her life. 
Plautilla Bricci and Elpidio Benedetti, 
both apparently unarmed due to the 
dangers of the court, will become the 
most extravagant couple of seventeenth-
century Rome. She a virgin, he an abbot, 
both of them held to chastity to safeguard 
the only treasure they possess. They must 
hide and officially ignore each other for 
twenty-five years, until they can embark 
on an enterprise that crowns the dream 
of a lifetime: the construction of a Villa 
designed, planned and executed by the 
woman.

Foreign rights sold in
Hungary (Jelenkor), Portugal (Book Cover), 

Spain (Anagrama).

 
❝ We need this kind of imagination, to 

start to give voice to the women who 
haven't had a right to be represented. ❞

Alessandra Sarchi, La Lettura

The first female architect of modern 
history.

About the author
Melania G. Mazzucco was born in Rome, 

and made her debut in fiction with Il bacio 
della Medusa (1996), followed by La camera 

di Baltus (1998) and Lei così amata (2000). 
Her novel Vita was awarded the Premio 

Strega in 2003, named in a New York Times 
Book Review Editors’ Choice and selected 

for the Publishers Weekly Top Ten Books of 
the Year. After Un giorno perfetto (2005), she 

wrote about Tintoretto the novel La lunga 
attesa dell’angelo (2008) and the essay Jacomo 

Tintoretto e i suoi figli (2009). Her most 
recent works are the novel Limbo (2012), 
Il bassotto e la Regina (2012), Sei come sei 

(2013), Io sono con te. Storia di Brigitte 
(2016), L'architettrice (2019). She created and 

wrote the docu-film Tintoretto. A Rebel in 
Venice, a 2019 Sky Arts original production 

distributed all over the world. Her books 
have been translated in 27 languages.

Author's catalogue available
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Melania G. Mazzucco
FUOCO INFINITO
(Infinite Fire)

Details
A short novel, Italo Svevo, September 2021, 102 pages

Friuli, 1917. Nilo Boschini, a young 
history of art professor, is in charge of 
saving the works of art in danger of being 
destroyed on the Italian front. Among 
them there are the masterpieces by 
Giambattista Tiepolo, a much-loved artist, 
who received his first major commissions 
there back in the 18th century. 
Marquise Solferina Zender is also not 
there to fight: she wants to support her 
homeland as a Red Cross nurse, but she’s 
deluded by war propaganda, which in no 
way corresponds the reality of war. Her 
encounter with Nilo, in that dark hour of 
the country, will change both their lives. 
This World War I version of Monuments 
Men is both a powerful depiction of 
wartime that lets the reader actually hear 
the terrifying sound of the bombings – 
walls shattering all over, dust and dirt 
covering everything – and a delicate and 
insightful portrait of a great artist and his 
work, so vividly told that you can almost 
see it. Melania G. Mazzucco creates a 
masterfully orchestrated story in which 
the irreversibility of historical events and 
the consequent human tragedy alternate 
with the artistic parable of one of the 
greatest painters of the 18th century. And 
poses the reader a complex question: in 
the face of the death and the suffering of 
millions of people, what kind of relevance 
does art have?

Premio Regione Friuli Venezia Giulia
In the face of the death and the 

suffering of millions of people, what 
kind of relevance does art have?
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Details 
An essay, Einaudi 2021, 180  pages

The house is the moral event par excellence. 
Before being an architectural artefact, according 
to Emanuele Coccia, it is a psychic artefact that 
makes us live better than nature would allow. It is 
the effort to adapt ourselves to our surroundings 
and vice versa, a form of mutual domestication 
between things and people. It is the extension 
of what we begin to do when we are born: build 
intimacy with what is around us. That is why it 
coincides with the "I", and shows us that in order 
to say "I" we need others.
Starting from his thirty removals, with a very 
personal, affabulatory and brilliant style, mixing 
different disciplines and analysing apparently 
ordinary subjects - the kitchen, wardrobes, 
beds and corridors, even bathrooms - without 
neglecting parenting, sex and care, Coccia 
passionately tackles an ancestral and very modern 
subject that concerns us all.

Emanuele Coccia 
FILOSOFIA DELLA CASA
(Philosophy of the Home)

Philosophical modernity has focused everything 
on the city, but the future of the world can only be 
domestic.

About the author
Emanuele Coccia is an Italian philosopher. 

He has been a professor at the École des 
Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales in Paris 

since 2011. Starting with studies on Averroes 
and Averroism, his research has turned to 
the ontological status of images and their 

normative power, and to the investigation of 
the nature of living things. He has collaborated 

on editorial projects with the philosopher 
Giorgio Agamben and has held lectures and 

courses at the universities of Freiburg, Tokyo, 
Buenos Aires, Düsseldorf, Amsterdam, 

Columbia University and Princeton. He has 
published La vita sensibile (2011), Il bene 

nelle cose. La pubblicità come discorso morale 
(2014), La vita delle piante. Una metafisica 

della mescolanza (2017). His books have been 
translated into several languages. He is a 

columnist for Libération and collaborates with 
Le Monde and la Repubblica.

foreign rights sold in
France (Payot & Rivages); Germany (Hanser 
Verlag); World English (Penguin Press).
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Andrei Sinjavskij and Yulij Daniel' were arrested 
only four days apart by the KGB, and in 1966 tried 
in a trial that became a worldwide scandal, the 
first after the fall of Chruscëv and the reformist 
illusions. Their sentences were almost identical: 
five and seven years in prison and forced labor in 
the gulag. On both of them, on the last day of the 
trial, the investigating judge's words resounded 
with his impenetrable certainty: "You may be right 
in twenty years, but for the moment it is I who am 
right". Then the Soviet power thought of breaking 
the thread of that intellectual friendship, so deep 
that it turned into politics, and so strong that it 
turned into opposition: it opened to Sinjavskij the 
way to exile, while Daniel' remained confined in 
his homeland. Sinjavskij lived in Paris, taught at 
the Sorbonne and his books had to stop at the 
immense border of the USSR. Thus the writer 
was forbidden in his own country until he was 
forgotten. The chess game between power and 
Yulij Daniel' was more difficult. He lived in his 
homeland, after the camp he returned to Moscow 
in a house near the Sokol subway station. He 
did not carry out any suspicious activities. But 
his life, his name, his identity confirmed him as 
an intellectual forever and a dissident forever. A 
shadow fell over his name. But he kept repeating 
to himself: 'Julij Markovic Daniel', writer and 
translator, already convicted of anti-Soviet 
activities, released from the gulag, living in Kaluga, 
living in Moscow, on Novaja Pishanaja Street, 
entrance 3, second floor, apartment number 52. 
All this, because of two books.

Ezio Mauro
LO SCRITTORE SENZA NOME
(The writer without a name)

Andrei Sinjavskij was only half of a story. The 
other half was named Yulij Daniel'. Together, the 
two Russian writers challenged the Soviet regime 
with the most powerful and feared weapon - the 
word - publishing their books in the West under 
the pseudonyms of Abram Terz and Nikolai Arjak. 

About the author
Ezio Mauro was born in Dronero (Cuneo). 

He is one of the most important journalist 
in Italy. He has been foreign correspondent 

from the Unites States and from Russia, and 
the editor-in-chief of la Repubblica for twenty 

years, from 1996 to 2016. He is the author of 
La felicità della democrazia. Un dialogo (2011), 

with Gustavo Zagrebelsky, Babel (2015), 
his dialogue on democracy with Zygmunt 

Bauman, L'anno del ferro e del fuoco (2017), 
L'uomo bianco (2018), Anime prigioniere 

(2019), Liberi dal male (2020). 

Details 
An essay, Feltrinelli 2021, 208 pages.
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